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REGATTA SEASON 2021
COMMERCIAL REGATTA

The 2021 season kicked off with Commercial Regatta on 10th July.  
Neptune entered crews in the Men’s, Women’s, Junior and Masters 
events – the first time racing in nearly 2 years. All our rowers were 
delighted to be racing again and we had great performances from 
our hardworking crews. 
There were wins for the Women’s Club 2X (Ava Clarke and Elaine 
Power), Men’s Junior 18 1X (Eoin McLoughlin), Men’s J16 1X 
(Lochlan Crooks), Women’s J14 4X+ (Keelin Dooley, Aoife Clarke, 
Maeve McLoughlin, Grainne Scott and Caoimhe Maddox (cox)), 
the Men’s Novice 4X+ (Odhran Hegarty, Phillip Kee, Cormac 
Cummiskey, Finian O’ Connor and Ruk Mohindra (cox)) and the 
Men’s Masters 8 (Tom Dunn, Mick O’Shea, Tom Pollock, Jim Grant, 
Neville Maxwell, Gary O’Neill, Gerry Murphy, Colm Butler and
Cris Da Silva (cox)).

LOUGH RYNN REGATTA

Another lovely summery regatta 
where our crews got experience 
side by side racing. Some 
extraordinary performances 
from our oarsmen and women 
and many congratulations to 
Colum Brennan for his win in 
Club 1X and also to Alex Gillick 
(16) who came 4th in the Men’s 
J18 1X.

CLAIRE FEERICK ROWS FOR NEPTUNE 
AT HENLEY ROYAL REGATTA

Claire Feerick is set be the first oarswoman 
to represent Neptune at Henley Royal 
Regatta sculling in a composite quad with 
her 3 crewmates from Thames Rowing 
Club.  The quad will hopefully compete in 
the Princess Grace Challenge Cup.  There 
are 12 entries in the event to be reduced to 
8 by qualifying races.  Another milestone in 
Claire’s career and in Neptune’s history. 
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LEARN TO ROW

The Learn to Row programme is booming! To help 
John Holland and his team, we have now 8 new 
volunteers coaching the new rowers in order to 
reduce the long waiting list. A big thank you to 
Richard Ryan, Jim Cassidy, Barry Currivan, Des 
O'Hara, James Clarke, Jessica Farrell, John Byrne, 
Niamh Tallon and Shane O'Connor for stepping 
forward and helping out. This is a great programme
to introduce new members into the club.
Unfortunately, we had to make the hard decision to 
suspend any new applicants until September, when 
hopefully the backlog will be cleared.

SUMMER CAMPS 2021

Following the success of last year's Learn to Row 
camps, we decided to run 10 camps this summer. 
The camps have proved very popular with 
teenagers from the local area and have been fully 
booked out.  Every week since the 14th of June, 16 
brand new rowers discover the sport of rowing. 
Each camp ends with an hour of racing down the 
straight by the club. There have been some fiercely 
competitive battles that have come right down to 
the bow ball. A sign of good racing to come! 
So far, this year's campers have benefitted from 
incredible weather, with the exception of one or 
two rainy days and one absolute downpour that I 
think the campers will remember forever.

We would not be able to run the camps without the 
excellent coaching of our junior rowers. The J18 
squads have been using all of their coaching 
experience to help bring on the next generation of 
Neptune rowers.

While the camps are fully booked, there is a waiting 
list in case of cancellations. If you know of anyone 
interested, please email 
summercamps.neptunerc@gmail.com

By Aoife Byrne

ELECTION OF CAPTAIN

Nominations for the position of Captain closed on 
the 14th July. A Special Meeting will be called in due 
course in accordance with public health guidelines.

SCULLING CAMP – JUNIOR WOMEN

Our Junior 14 and 15 Women experienced a fun and 
challenging sculling camp in June. Kudos to their 
coaches Barry Clarke and Aoife Byrne for organizing 
such an exciting week. 
The girls’ boat-handling skills improved and this good 
base will have knock-on effects as their rowing career 
progresses. 
Well done everyone!

HENLEY ROYAL REGATTA – 7 MEDALS 
(correction)

In our last issue, we stated that Neptune had won 6 
Henley medals. We wish to correct this and 
apologise to Neil Casey who won a Henley medal 
for Neptune in a composite 4X with Commercial 
Rowing Club in the Quad Sculls in 2005. 

NEW TRAILER

We are delighted to report that the new Motiv
trailer has finally arrived after a long and protracted
delay due to Brexit and Covid-19. Thanks to all who
were involved in the whole process. The trailer had
its first competitive outing to Lough Rynn and was
greatly admired.

mailto:summercamps.neptunerc@gmail.com
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NEPTUNE’S 1971 JUNIOR (INTERMEDIATE) 
CHAMPIONS

2021 marks the 50th anniversary of the Neptune Men’s 
Junior (now Intermediate) 8 and 4+ which won both Irish 
Championships and were the first full Neptune crew (not 
composite) to win a championship since the 1940s.  

The boat featured Adrian Timmons, Walter McGuire, John 
Holland, Davey Cummins, Jim Burke, Philip Keane (Snr), 
Willie Travers, Gerry Ruane, Noel McGoldrick (cox) and 
coached by Mick Buckley. The 8s race was held in Athlone 
where the lads beat Garda and St. Michael’s. The 4 raced 
in Waterford winning by a length from Limerick. 

The heat was held around 4pm and the final at 8pm as 
they had to wait for the turn of the tide.  Joe Tighe was 
Club President while Mick O’Neill was Captain. 
Lots of great stories around this crew - most of them not 
for sensitive ears!

FUND-RAISING 

The Fund-raising committee has been very active in 
raising much-needed capital to update our fleet of 
boats and equipment.  Members and former members 
have been contacted by letter and email asking for 
donations. Our target over the next 3 years is €90,000. 
To date, we have raised €33,400 for this year plus lower 
amounts committed over the next 2 years.  The Club is 
very grateful to all those who responded and donated.  
It is still not too late to donate. 
We are short of our target so, if you would like to 
donate, please contact Bobby Boxwell at 
boxwellbob@gmail.com

LEISURE ROWING

The  Leisure Rowing group has been very active and 
now has a cohort of about 18 who regularly row 
together.   Some of the members recently met up for 
lunch at The Duck, Marlfield House and had a most 
enjoyable afternoon socialising and planning their 
rowing outings.  It was great to see them so passionate 
about their rowing.  They are very keen to improve and 
would welcome some coaching from any of the Neptune 
coaches who would be free to give a hand every now 
and then. 
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CLUB PRESIDENT – Gerry Farrell  CLUB CAPTAIN – Martin Stevens

CLUB SECRETARY – Aileen Fallon    CLUB TREASURER – Brendan O’Dea

VICE-PRESIDENTS - Bobby Boxwell ● Dara Breaden ● Con Cronin ● Gerry Murphy ● Jim Cassidy ● Pat Feerick 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS - Dermot Brennan ● Barry Crushell ● John Gillick ● Louise Rubin ●
Margaret Sharkey ● John Wilson

SYMPATHY

The Club extends its deepest sympathy to:
John Holland and family on the death of his mother, Sheila
Kayleigh and Joe Fox and family  on the death of Ann
John and Aoife Byrne and family on the death of John’s mother, Teresa

JUNIOR WOMEN’S MINI REGATTA

Sunday 18th July saw not only the start of the spell of 
good weather but also a mini regatta for the 
newcomers to the Women’s Junior squad. 
Garda & Commercial provided strong competition 
across 29 races covering WJ14-WJ17 1x, 2x & 4x+. 
Many of the Neptune squad not only doubled but 
tripled up with some racing against competitors 4 
years older than themselves. 
The whole idea was to get experience in marshalling, 
starting, steering and side-by-side racing. The course 
was from just above Garda to Commercial slip and 
provided for some close racing gaining loads of 
experience for all! The winners of each race turned 
around and went back up for their next race - a good 
introduction to interval training! 
The vast majority of the squad started rowing last 
Autumn and were only getting into rhythm of the 
boat prior to lockdown. To see them now 
comfortable in small boats and quads is extremely 
impressive and is testament to their commitment 
and enthusiasm. They really are a super bunch of 
athletes many of whom are looking forward to 
Limerick Regatta and some more racing fun!

By Barry Clarke
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This newsletter is produced and created by Dara Breaden, club Vice-President and Louise Rubin, Club PRO. 
The photos in this issue are from the club archives or shared by our members on the club’s social media.
If you would like to get in touch, contact us via the club social media channels or www.neptunerowingclub.ie 

JOAN POH TOKYO BOUND

Neptune’s 2018 Club 2 Championship 
sculler, Joan Poh, will represent 
Singapore at the Tokyo Olympics.  
Joan sculled in Neptune under the 
tutelage of John Holland.  
Congratulations Joan! 
Neptune wishes you the best of luck and 
we will be cheering you on. 


